
How do you test for
HPV infection?

There are 3 different types of screening tests
currently available4:

- conventional (Pap) test and liquid based cytology
(LBC)

- visual inspection with Acetic Acid (VIA)

- HPV testing for high-risk HPV types.

What if my test is HPV
positive?
Knowing if you are positive for HPV will allow
your doctor to determine the next steps in
your treatment plan. HPV 16 and HPV 18 are more
dangerous than the other oncogenic HPV types2.

What if my test is HPV
negative?

A high-risk HPV infection that could lead to cancer
was not detected. Therefore, re-screening after a 
negative primary hrHPV screen should occur no 
sooner than every 3 years6.

HPV tests can detect if you have the type of infection 
that puts you at risk for cervical cancer.

Knowing if you are positive for HPV will allow your 
doctor to determine next steps in your treatment or 
prevention plan.

How do I 
know if I 
am at risk 
for cervical 
cancer?
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What is
cervical cancer?

Cervical cancer is one of the most common cancers
in women. It starts in the cervix, located at the lower
part of the uterus. When detected early, or in the
pre-cancer stage, treatment can be
highly successful.

Persistent infection of certain high-risk types of the
human papillomavirus (HPV) are known to be the
primary cause of cervical cancer1.

What is HPV?

Human papillomavirus (HPV) is a very common virus
that can be transmitted through skin-to-skin or
sexual contact1.

Over	100	types	of	HPV	have	been	identified, and
more then 30 of these infect the genital mucosa, 15
of which are oncogenic or cancer causing1.
HPV 16 and HPV 18
are the highest-risk
types known to
cause about
70% of all
cervical
cancers3.

• Cervical cancer can usually be
prevented if women are
screened regularly.

• When it is found early and
treated, cervical cancer is
highly curable1.

•  Almost all (99.7%)
cervical cancer is 
caused by onco-
genic HPV1.

How do I reduce
my risk for
cervical
cancer?

Routine cervical cancer
screening is one of the
most important steps
you can take to identify
your risk. You may also
be able to lower your
risk by not smoking, delayed 
start of sexual activity,
and using condoms during
sex, is also recommended4.

What is the difference between 
the Pap test and HPV test?

The importance of 
cervical cancer 
screening

The Pap test looks for changes in cells before they
develop into cancer.

The HPV test looks for the presence of high-risk HPV
which are known to cause about 99.7% of all
cervical cancers1.

However, a number of cervical cancer cases may be
missed by a pap test. Cytology failed to detect      
approximately 50% on CIN3+ in women 25-29 
years5.
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